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In the chick, observers differ as to the exact period of its appearance.
Thus, Huschket states he observed the primitive rudiment of the eye before the termination of the first day; whilst Biir| and others say that it first shows itself at the thirty-third hour;
but from a considerable number of embryos which I examined, the period of the commencement of the evolution of the eye would seem to vary, for in some cases it had appeared at the thirtieth hour, while in others not until the thirty-sixth. I am not aware that any exact period has been fixed for the first appearance of the eye in the invertebrate animals, but there can be no doubt that it commences to be developed at a period correspondingly early to that in the vertebrate animals; for although Rathke? states that in Daphnia pulex and other entomostraca the eyes first distinctly appear about the middle of embryonic life as two distinctly separated black points, still it is evident from this that the eye in these animals must have been partly developed prior to this period, since?as Ave lens, as well as the influence it exerts upon the optic vesicle, will, I think, be rendered evident by the following description of the eye of an embryo which I examined at the sixtieth hour of incubation with a magnifying power of sixty diameters. (Fig. 4) . At this period the cephalic extremity of the embryo presents a considerable curvature downwards, so that when it is taken from the egg and laid upon a glass plate, it assumes a lateral position.
On placing the embryo so situated under [Jan.
the microscope, a lateral view of the eye was obtained. This separation was apparently owing to the rapid evaporation from the exposed surface of the embryo ; and had I not observed the formation of the semilunar space, I would have been very apt, as perhaps others have, to regard this as the first indication of the vitreous humour.
The fissure?or rather the cavity of the secondary optic vesicle?is filled with a granular, slightly-striated blastema, continuous with that surrounding the eye,, of which, indeed, it forms a part. The 1858.]
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